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Teamwork 
Makes  
the Dream 
Work 

 Gary and Jan Kulesza  
are no strangers to  
large-scale remodeling. 

Their spacious Littleton home is the twelfth home they’ve 
remodeled in their 46 years of marriage. 
 Equally as impressive, the Kuleszas have used 
the same contractor, Adam Berlin of Maverick Home 
Remodeling Inc., and the same designer, Kathy Fischer of 
Home Clearance Center, for all of their remodel projects.
 Gary and Jan’s kitchen concept, which they describe 
as, “modern mountain meets rustic,” was inspired by 
the couple’s global business and travel experiences. 
Additionally, they had already selected the Monogram 
appliances they wanted to use in their kitchen, so it was 
essential the space be designed around the dimensions  
of the appliances and not the other way around. The 
design team had to take these factors, as well as Gary 
and Jan’s desire for convenience, accessibility, and 
functionality, into consideration for the floor plan.>>

Designer Kathy Fisher of Home Clearance Center

BY ALANA WILLIS
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 “The new kitchen space needed to be inviting and 
warm with the ability to function when entertaining 
for small or larger functions,” Kathy says. “We set an 
original timeline of six months based upon our original 
design and material selections, but we had to extend the 
timeline due to some design changes and  
material availability.”

 The finished concept  
kept the same shape of the 
space as before but utilized 
all-new elements. 
 Only the existing window, patio door, and wall 
between the kitchen and office were used, with Adam 
and Kathy and their crews coming up with fresh, 

creative ways to make use of functional space. 
 The challenge of adding ease and increased utility to 
the Kuleszas’ kitchen while retaining the space’s original 
dimensions required the team to get inventive with 
certain aspects of the design, such as the distinctive 
shape of the kitchen island. Reflecting on it, Gary 
explains, “It’s a large enough island and eating bar, 
and most importantly, it’s the same distance from the 
cabinets, appliances and other workspaces.”
 Other resourceful design elements include 
unconventional cabinet features such as pull-out 
cabinets, shelving, and cutting board, as well as a 
designated shelf for the KitchenAid mixer. 
 “We wanted those items that would improve 
efficiency and of course make the use of the new 
kitchen more enjoyable,” says Gary. 
 Professional Monogram appliances accent the 
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kitchen’s modern mountain design. Gary and Jan selected a 48” pro range top instead 
of a traditional cooktop for more cooking space and professional performance. The 
couple also selected a 30” built-in oven with Advantium Speedcook Technology, 
which combines a halogen light system with microwaves to cook meals to perfection 
four times faster than a standard oven. The kitchen also includes under-counter 
refrigeration drawers near the prep station and a beautiful 48” built-in side by  
side refrigerator. 
 Solid rustic alder shaker cabinets and matching drawer fronts stained in russet with 
ebony glazing create a homey feel, offsetting the Sierra Bruless granite. A backsplash 
featuring Crema Marfil 3x6 Chair Rail tile framed by 1x2 Crema Marfil Classico tile 
adds to the overall effect without detracting from the undisputed star of the kitchen: a 
custom range hood by Raw Urth Designs. 
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 The range hood, which features a steel body in rustic 
iron finish and a burnished brass apron band and upper 
trim, was unanimously voted the favorite element of the 
finished kitchen remodel by everyone, and was directly 
inspired by a similar hood by the same design company  
the homeowners saw at a neighbor’s house. 
 The dazzling range hood did not come without its 
challenges. According to Kathy, “The wall with the 
range top has limited space, so the corner left of the 
sink was a challenge to make as functional as possible 
for the homeowner while creating balance on the left 
and right side of the hood.” The team was able to use 
forward-thinking space saving solutions to overcome the 

obstacle, and Kathy remains a fan of the custom piece, 
saying, “I love the detail of the box columns left and right of 
the hood. And the hood is amazing!”
  With 12 renovation collaborations now under their belt, 
the Kuleszas, along with Adam Berlin and Kathy Fischer, 
agree the key to a successful remodel is having a  
good relationship with the contractors and designers on 
 the project. 
 “After our third job with the Kuleszas, we felt like family. 
By the twelfth job, we should be receiving mail at their 
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Home Clearance Center 
Since 1990, Home Clearance Center has been providing a 
wide variety of quality kitchen and bath cabinets to Colorado. 
With over 120 years of combined experience, our staff will 
easily give you the most complete customer experience 
in the industry. Visit our 20,000 sq. ft. showroom and see 
how easy it is to get started on the kitchen and bath of your 
dreams.

Maverick Home Remodeling, Inc 
Maverick Home Remodeling Inc helps homeowners renew 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, interior rooms plus decks 
and outdoor kitchens.  As we customize living spaces, 
Maverick makes improvements the homeowner desires and 
enjoys at the same time keeping in mind the importance of 
the property’s return on investment.  Our goal is renewing 
lives by renewing the home.

303-727-8991
BuyNewKitchen.com

303-978-0602
RenewTheHome.com

home!” laughs Adam. “One day they asked me to pick 
up their two Pomeranian dogs from the doggie day 
care because they were stuck on a return flight home 
to Denver,” he remembers, adding, “It just shows we 
take care of family!”

Appliances by


