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With over 25 years of experience 
designing and remodeling 

homes, Natalya knew exactly what she wanted 
from her Morrison kitchen — as well as what she 
didn’t want. “I used to have a formal dining room 
that was surrounded by walls and there was 
nothing but dust and decoration,” Natalya says 
of her previous living space, by way of explaining 
what inspired her to choose the open, transitional 
floor plan. 
 “You’ll notice my house does not have an 
official living room,” notes Natalya. “I’ve previously 
owned homes where the living room was a 
separate room and I realized that there was 
furniture that had been there for years that no one 
had ever sat in!”
 Wanting a usable, inviting space to 
accommodate her grown children and 
granddaughter when they visit, Natalya followed 
her heart to do what she does best — design 
a space that meets her requirements for 
functionality, while reflecting her individual 
personality, tastes, and preferences. During the 
process of designing her kitchen, Natalya drew 
on past experiences both as a designer and as 
a homeowner to create her ultimate space. Her 
decisions were based on how her kitchen, and 
her home in general, could best suit her family 
when they came together for gatherings and 
celebrations. 
 With her considerable background working 
with stone, Natalya elected to source four slabs of 
highly unique Patagonia quartzite, which she used 
not only for her upper bar but also her backsplash, 
and in lieu of above-cabinet decorations. “I have a 
10-foot ceiling and decided I would install the same 
stone for my backsplash and above the cabinets, 
and that it was going to be my decoration.”
 The focal point of the kitchen is, without doubt, 
the upper bar, a design marvel dreamed up by>> 

Sometimes when you want a 
job done right, you have to do 
it yourself. This was certainly 
the case for designer Natalya 
Nikolenko of Pinnacle Stoneworks. 

By Alana Willis

Stone 
Works!
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Caption.

Natalya in her desire to create a large, communal gathering 
place for friends and family. By fusing two common 
kitchen elements — an island and a raised bar — into one 
interlocking piece, she utilized space that, to her mind, often 
goes unused. The bar was carefully measured to be exactly 
42 inches high so that it would sit perfectly on the island and 
fit the tall stools nicely. The bar area now gets a great deal 
of use when family is visiting and does wonders for keeping 
everyone in a conversation while meals are being prepared. 
 The ornate, swirling pattern of the Patagonia stone 
led Natalya to choose a more muted Dekton material for 
her countertops. Though still relatively new to the market, 
Dekton countertops are beginning to be a popular choice 
among homeowners and builders alike, thanks to its 
virtually-indestructible, low-maintenance properties. The 
grays of the Oppien cabinetry with a glossy, futuristic-
looking finish sets off the Patagonia stone in a way that 
makes it pop without looking excessive. 
 As a design professional who has worked exclusively 
with custom home builds for decades, Natalya has had her 
share of experience selecting kitchen appliances. When it 
came to choosing appliances for her own kitchen, there was 
one brand that stood head and shoulders above the rest- 
Thermador. “I’ve lived in a couple of homes where I used 
Thermador appliances,” reflects Natalya. “I honestly was so 
happy for years, I had no problems.” Natalya’s Thermador 
appliances include a signature five-star burner cooktop, 
double wall oven, and a unique refrigerator and freezer 



coloradosbestkitchen.com  FALL 2019 •   Colorado’s Best Kitchens        21

“ The bar was carefully measured to be 42 inches high 
so that it would sit perfectly on the island and fit the 
tall stools nicely.” 
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separated by an elegant wine column. All appliances were 
sourced from Appliance Factory Fine Lines.
 The finished product, Natalya says, generates the 
exact results she was hoping for when friends and family 
come together. “We’re very family-oriented. We have 
parties and we invite cousins, kids, parents, my mom’s 

cousins, and we all like to gather around the kitchen,” 
says Natalya. “And that’s why, if you look in my house, 
the dining room is floating into the kitchen, the kitchen is 
floating into the family room– it’s all together.”
 Adding to the grandeur of the home are the incredible 
mountain views, one of the best parts of owning a 

Natalya’s Thermador appliances include a signature five-star 
burner cooktop, double wall oven, and a unique refrigerator 
and freezer separated by an elegant wine column.
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Pinnacle Stoneworks LLC. 
Pinnacle Stoneworks, LLC. was established in 2010 by Sergey Nikolenko for the 
purpose of providing our clients with high quality service in stone fabricating for 
all types of applications including countertops, floors, walls, ceilings and furniture. 
We are a family operated business and are proud to offer our clients with high 
quality craftsmanship, cultivated through three generations of stone fabrication 
professionals, with roots in Europe, we strive to deliver our clients a product with 
high quality and integrity, which are to be expected when making an investment 
in your home by adding granite countertops. We are a fabricator of all types of 
natural and exotic stones including granite, marble, quartzite, travertine and slate.  

(303) 429-1078 
pinnaclestoneworks.com

home in Morrison. Wanting to incorporate the natural 
beauty of her surroundings, Natalya used numerous 
large windows- including one almost as big as the wall 
situated near her dining area. “I have a beautiful forest 
in the back so I wanted to have a very open wall full of 
windows. It’s so gorgeous during the wintertime with 
all those clouds full of snow,” she muses. “And then 
you’re in the kitchen by that bar, sitting, staring out those 
windows, and it’s snowing outside, and you’re drinking 
your coffee…it’s so beautiful!”
 From start of finish, Natalya was able to experience 
the remodel as both homeowner and designer. Her 
favorite aspect of her work is “the opportunity to deliver 
the best products to my clients’ homes by having this 
business”. If Natalya’s kitchen is any indication, we think 
her clients are in excellent hands!

Appliances by

PinnacleStoneworks.com  | 303.429.1078

1781 W 64th Ln, Denver, CO 80221

From dream to reality. 
Pinnacle Stoneworks takes your vision and creates a masterpiece. 

 We find, fabricate and install some of the World’s most premium, exotic surfaces 
at the highest level of craftsmanship. We are expanding the boundaries of what’s 
possible with stone fabrication, specializing in a wide range of solid surfaces to 
bring you the most luxurious results. Kitchen countertops, bathrooms, accent 
walls, fireplaces and floors are all areas that can be transformed from your vision 
to reality.

 This Colorado Mountain home is one example of a masterpiece. It serves as a 
prized jewel to showcase some of the intricate techniques and craftsmanship 
Pinnacle Stoneworks takes pride in. Our focus has always been to make every area 
feel as though it is a prized possession.

 If you are inspired, please contact us. We look forward to hearing from you.
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